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Abstract:

After a meticulous reading of Diwan Al-Baba Shenouda IlIl (Pope
Shenouda’s volume of poetry), the researcher found it worthy of study as
the subject is both new and interesting. In fact, Shenouda’s volume of
poetry is known for its deep thoughts and well-versed diction. Moreover,
its expressions bear abundant connotations of emotions as well as plentiful
meanings. The volume is rich with a great deal of innovative images that
are compatible with the general psychological atmosphere of the poet’s
experience. Its poems are characterized by their coherent, monolithic poetic
style that well expresses the poet’s psyche both sincerely and profoundly.
By composing such poetry, the poet reaches the highest degree of the
literary expression of sincere emotions. On reading such poems as “What
after this? and “Lost in Exile”, the reader’s heart will be deeply touched
with their emotional euphoria.

The present study comprises an introduction, two main topics and a
conclusion. The introduction provides a brief account of the poet’s life as
well as the major influences on his poetry. The first topic discusses the
content of Shenouda's poetry, both before and after his monasticism. The
second topic discusses the form of Shenouda's poetry with special focus on
its poetic diction, style, imagery, artistic unity, rhythm and musical devices.
Moreover, the topic explores Shenouda’s poetry between conservatism and
renewal, paying attention to the noticeable flaws in his poetry. Finally, the
conclusion gives the findings that have been reached out throughout the
study.

Keywords: Shenouda- Poetry- Form- Content
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