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Abstract:
This study aims to highlight the argumentative techniques of pre-Islamic
poetry, focusing on the poetry of Al-Harith bin Abbad, which serves as a
unique example of war poetry in the pre-Islamic era. Most of Al-Harith
poetry revolves around the Battle of Al-Basous, providing a vivid depiction
of various facets of this war. In his poetry, Al-Harith employed various
argumentative techniques with a view to effecting influence and
persuasion. These techniques served different purposes, such as defending
his opinions and beliefs for convincing others to adopt them, exposing his
opposing stance of this war, which he consistently warned his people about
its consequences, stirring their determination, and motivating them to
engage in battle. Through these techniques, he sought to instill fear in his
enemies by elaborating on the arsenal and tactics of war and taking pride in
recounting the victories achieved by his people during the events and days
of these wars. These diverse purposes have prompted me to explore the
argumentative techniques Al-Harith employed in his poetry, aiming to
uncover its intricacies from this perspective.

Keywords: Argumentative techniques, Pre-Islamic poetry, Arab days, Al-
Basous war, Al-Harith bin Abbad
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