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Abstract:

This study seeks to shed light on poets' imitative responses to Abu
Tammam's b-rhymed ode on the conquest of 'Ammiriya' in both classical
and modern Arabic poetry. | have been intrigued to undertake this study
by the pervasive influence of this poem on the collective consciousness
of poets, critics, and scholars throughout the literary ages, in various
forms and degrees. Being obsessed by this remarkable influence, | have
sought a framework that encompasses all these aspects and | have found
that the 'poetic imitative response’ is the best method allowing the poet to
draw on the literary heritage. In this method, a poet makes the 'absent
text' as well as the critic-established laws, mechanisms, and tributaries of
intertextuality his way to produce a new text. | have adopted a descriptive
and analytical approach, aided by inductive and historical methods. The
study is organized into an introduction, a preface, two main sections, a
conclusion, a bibliography, and an index of topics. The preface is entitled
‘Imitative Response: The Term, Origins, and Motivations.' Section One is
titled 'Explicit Imitative Responses to Abu Tammam's b-rhymed Ode
Between Imitation and Intertextuality’. Section Two is entitled 'Implicit
Imitative Responses to Abu Tammam's b-rhymed Ode Between Imitation
and Intertextuality." The conclusion presents a set of findings, most
notably among which involves the expansion of intertextuality with the
literary heritage through implicit imitative responses to Abu Tammam's
b-rhymed ode in both classical and modern poetry. Poets have relied on
the law of 'dialogue,” which is based on the deconstruction and
destruction of the established concepts, indicating that no poetic text is
sacred. Rather, the emphasis is on unleashing the latent potential within
the text to produce a new one. This affirms that imitative responses born
out of admiration have not led their authors to become mere followers.
Instead, they have often excelled and carved out unique positions for
themselves among the great poets throughout the literary ages.

Keywords: B-rhymed ode, Abu Tammam, Imitative Responses, Poetry,
Arabic.
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